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Ferris Takes on Nation’s Humanities Work

— =

he Cenfer director Tor 1R years, Bl

Ferris, has mowved 16 “.thhllLFli:lll. nC.

EIEHL RLR

f o serve as chairman of the National

Endowment for the Humanities, He
will e dearly missed, yet feculty, st
and students ail the Center are excibed
that he has been given the Opporiunity
i lead the nation’s loremost guiding
institution in the hummites, As wilhess
of his creative vision and exemplory
ciforis as dircctor of the Centér, we
realize that the National Endowment
for the Humanitics is about to experi-
ence swecessful vears under his fenune
The following quotes gleaned rom
press articles surrounding Ferrig s

appoaniment express the confidence we
have in his u.hl|:l:- to meel the chul-
benges alvesd,

Ly |:hi1}' af ."|1.i\"-1hhi.|'.lpi Chancelbor
Hober E|'|.13.':|.I: “Hall Ferms has mol
onily i::u-n."lulll‘m level of s sewleim-
B Wiy vir reg o deserves it aloo has
enhanced (he public’s understanding and
Pt fiowr 11, With his creative tabenits and
wiston, Bl will do the same for the
Matwnal Esdovament (or the Humanitics.
We ane FH'IH.'H_I: By e o ol our e lalngs
.j:ﬁhliuhﬁ:l Iy s iripirtant sl ard kioaw
Hull wall brumig even mide posilive allen-
Eiim Bo O Fefimii gl saake.”

Charles Reagan Wilson, professor of

5 | lishl-:sq‘:.' i Soutlem Studies,
l_'|'||l.|.'q'l¢||:I | ?l.-1i~.\i-.t.:|‘|11|'. “Hill
willl energize the malion behasd
a broad-based visron of the
humaoabies. He sasuperh coim-
mumcHEor Wl cai |:1:pI.'|||| ez
mnportance ol s figiEamifieEs Lo
o diverse moge of Americans”
Tom Rankin, sssociate profes-
sof ol At aned Sowithern Studies,
Limiversity of Missssippe: “Hill
15 o munkuarnl. There 15 i Beler
person oul teere o lead the
NEH. He will be a pgreal
spokesperson for the humani-
ik ab all levels.”

James C. Cobb, lastory pro-
fessor af the University of
Georgia, who team ught a
course with Ferris at the

|_':I|1'|.'1.'r"\llj| il ?|.1|~.~.|-n|:|:-|u: o 1% yoiirs: o |
think he Il liven up the phace. [t's going
1o be very hard to eriticize Ferris as
spending taxpayer Awiney on ProgEms
very few Americons cun relate to. 1'H bet
he's paing o think up ways b make the
humnnitics meuch mose accessble o a
beoauber popubation.™

Sheldon Hackney. Former choirman
of NEH., whom Bill is succeeding: “The
critical thing about him 15 thot be oper-
ates oa g whide range of Amernican cul-
fure. He's—and | dion't mean thas pejo
ratively—an scademic entreprensur”

Fumil %, Zninaldin, pressdent of the
Federation of Stabe Humonmses Couneils:
“"He has the traditsomnal certification of an
academie schalar and s well entrenchied
5] h|3:|"|-|.'|: educaiion. Bud he's also worked
extensrvely with state and local hamani-
tizs councils, and his progroms ot the
Center for the Stusdy of Southemn Cubure
are all aboat the public dissemination of
the humaniies. ™

Liniversity of Mississippi history
professor Michael E. Landon: "IT any-
by can, he will be abbe 1o increase
Tumding for the agency from both publc
and private sources.”

|'-.:'||:i~\."- I1I.I.I||'|l\.'l. 51l|.'|.|.'l-_'| Ferris, ol
'l.-':lch-.lmra'. .'L'Il\um-lrﬂrl:l. =] ghink he'll
clos his best. 1 know ot's the o |'&I1'lhi[i-:!-d|
1 the himantiées to which amyone
ool ospire.

Allison Vise Finch

William K. Ferriz, founding director af the Center, was nominsted by Presldens Bill
Cliestes; as chalrenan the MNatienal Endoswmsent for the Humanitice His nomination s
unanienasdy sppreood by o Serue committes comprized of Democrats and Repablicans.
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Director?s Columan

leave of absence from the University of Mississippi and the Center for the

Study of Southermn Culure during my tenure as chairman of the National
Endowment for the Humanities. | moved ro Oxford during the summer of 1979,
and the years since have passed ever so quickly. During that time | have been
blessed to work with the very finest faculty, staff, and students ar the Center, and
with University administrarors who have understood the vision of our work and
grven it their full commirment. Three chancellors—Porrer Formume, Gerald Tismer,
and Robert Khavat—strongly supported the Center's initiatives. Provest Gerald
Walton, Dean of Liberal Arts Dale Abadie, Dean of Graduate Studies Michael
Dingerson, and Director of the University Foundartion Don Frugé provided erirical
beadership in building our academic programs. Ocher administrators no longer at
the University—Asthur DeRosier, Ray Hoops, Harvey Lewis, Morris Marx, Chuck
MNoyes, Joe Sam, and Wally Guess—also helped build Cenrer programs.

Durside University walls the Center's devoted State Advisory Committee linked
our efforts with thetr commaunities throughour the stare and beyvond. Commirttee
members conrinue to provide funding and program initiarives that broaden our
work in imponune ways.

We began wirh a dream, and now we enjoy the reality of an tnstitution that
touches lives throughour the word. Our programs evolved over the years and are 5
restament o the commitment of those whio bulle and sustained them, The Cenrer’s
Southern Studies B.A. and M.A. degree programs, our Encyclopedia of Southern
Chulrure, the renovation of Barnard Observarory, the establishment of the
University's Blues Archive, our conferences on William Faulkner, civil rights,
Southern history, Elvis Presley, and the book, and our publications Crossmoads,
Living Bhues, Misstssippi Folklife, and the Southern Register are but o few of the many
milestones thae have marked our journey.

As | reflect on the Center's history, | am reminded of the central role thar the
MNarional Endowment for the Humanities has played in our ability to establish thise
progrums on the American South. Our undergraduate curriculum, the Encyclopedia,
ared the renovarion of Bamand Observarory are among the many projects for which
the Endiwment provided generous support. Withour their help the Center could
not have moved so quickly 1o establish its programs. So 1 feel as if 1 am moving from
wne family of kindred spirits o another. [ leave my beautiful office in Barnard
CHeservatory for another in the Old Post Office on Penmsylvania Avenue. Both ane
located in restored buildings thar dramatically symbolize the commirment o
preservition shared by both the Center and the Endowment.

Recently | was surprised 1o sce a beautiful red-tailed hawk soar past my office
alxnve Pennsyivania Avenue and light on o nearby building, Ie reminded me of the
many red-tailed hawks thar perch along roadsides in Mississippi during the winrer. |
felt the noble bind's flight was a sign that my work in Wishingron will be blesed
with friends—both fearhered and humpn—who will rravel with me on the ronds
ahead. | cannot find words to fully express my gratitude to the many friends
throughout the narion who have written and called on my behalf over the frast
menths, Your genenous support means sa muoch, and 1 will work oo fulfill the confi-
dence you have shown in me.

| leave the Center knowing that it i in the very best of hands with ourstanding
faculty and staff who over the years have developed the Center's programs with an
unfailing commimment o excellence. Both Marcie and | appreciate all the love and
sapport we hove received from our friends in Oxford and other places. We look fior-
wiaird to keeping in wach with each of yoo and hope you will visit us in Washington.

Ci‘h"m:r is never easy, and it is with both sadness and excitement thar [ ke a

William Ferris

Winter 1998 The Southern Register
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Fifth Oxford Conference for the Book
to Be Held March 13-15

ince its inauguration i Apnl 1993,
the Oxford Conference for the
Pook has celebeated books, writ-
i, el reacling and has alao Jdialt with
;'\1:1;,'I:||_'.-|| COMCETTEE {30 which ||H..' ||rcr-|n
s depend, including lineracy, freedom
of expression, and the book made j=elf
The 1998 cosderence, the filh in the
sefics, is set for March 13-1%, 1998, The
[T will constst of readings, kecouns,
diseursions, and o PertoaTnirsle o 1 PIwksi-
cail tnrerpretation of Lee Smirh’s novel
Fair and Tender Ladies. The Young
Authors Fair, 2 special event spons wedd by
the Ouford Junior Auxilimey and the
Yoknapsitaw phs Arts Conneil, will take
ploce dew coamjlime tionm w sth the condenenoe
A T Ih.l' notahle murhors [Rrigate iy
pting in thee 198 Ocford Clombercnoe
for the PBook are Stephen B Ambrose,
Rick Broop, Larry Feown, Rarekall Kenan,
Thomas I Slaugheer, and Elizabeth
Spencer. Ambrose is the aurhor of
TS |1-..-L1. i -!. ||:-r|'n', (ig's ]Ih!l'n.l-: ||I-\.'
bestsieller Ulndlimmired © e TR Meriether
Lewds, Thomas leflerem, md the Opening
of the American W, BExaimiming vhe e
[MAEET T BT) Undaunted ( BTN .
Slaughrer will lecture on the opic
“Wreiting the 'Wilderness
Merwerher Lewis vo William Bartram

Frovim

and Bock.™ Shashier, wheo tesches hilso-

Fhe Southem Begise

py ar Rumsers Universaty, i the mithor of
The Nanmes of Johm and Williom Barerem
aned edlies of Wiliam Rerram: Trovels and
e WK 'nr.--;;:-

In addition o reading frosn his work,
Mpnlpose will be on the panel *"Wieners
arid Rebele: Weiring from the Trenches
ol Soamhem Cubture.” Otthier panelises for
thiis sesseon will be historian ey E
Strahan and |-ll.||lt.l|I-‘- T'-'Il'f Horwirz.
Seraban, manager of Lucky Do Inc. in
Mew Ovleans, 5 the author of Maaging
matiss: The Lunacy of Lscky Dopy amel
Life i the Ouarter, Horwitz s a reporoern
foe thie Wil smeet Joernal, and his book
Comfeclraes m the Amiic; Dipeatchen from
the Llnfrieched Chl W is soon
i bt |-.-||_'|-||_,||.._-._|, by Pamtheon

Elizabeth f"'~|"-\.'||-..-'l. whose
fiction tcludis The | J..j-"ll m the
Phaer s e Ohibser Lialion Tales
aucd The Visdew ar phe Back Door,
il penud Fromm bser lagest waorlk,
Lamads e af the Heari: A
Memiwr. Paags, u.-1|l:-'|"~ll'|-.‘|l.'l'lr
for the New York Times,
aban resd irom his recent memn
wir, All Ower But e Shotitm’

|:;..|:'|.].||'I Kenan and ."'l.l-tlh"

Muzon will lead sessions on writing,

will

beimz |'u.|'|'|:w-|'|-.'-.5. and peaching an pasdi
enee, Mason, an edivor ag W W Morton,
b preblished Mogda Deness Crles
.|:|||:r|'.|||..|: and Last Lhays of the ”l.-.i,'-
dlem |":.' Biad Wison, Kenom s the
author of i story collection, Let the
Mead i Theer Dead, nnd a noveld,
A Vistnion of Spvits. He b curently
".'|=|||||g Somthern Writer mt the
Liniversty ol :"-1|-*~|h|!|'1'|

AT thuse ATt RCIPaTING 1 the
sesspoms witli Kennn airid Mo will
[ I.'I:q.I.:e-.| 4= {435 |---I-II'| Prown. lln-ll
resident Jere Hoar, and Fredric
'I'i.'m.-|,-|-r|. boak review editor of the
Memphis Conrercial Appeal. Brown
is thie muthwor of Faomge the Maesc, Ly
'Ji'-.-'rl:. Lin F.‘r.‘. .||1-.|. L T |-|:I.r|'-.'.

f'..;.'|1.|_"r .u'.] wrl, He 5 cummenitily 1.._-.||_h-

LR Wi i the Ulniversire. Hoar,
.||prh.|-r ol the shory conl leerbon ||-'-f'-

".'I. .r||.|.\,‘|' I'\-F-.:“\

%ford

-~ &
Lo ntere:

]
llJll-li" ”I I{E

1CC

Book

Parrs, is @n ermerihus pProECRas o jusirmal
e ar the Ulniversiey andd am arasmey
Brown will also parvicipare ina
panel on “Skeletons in the Closes
Writing about the Family.”™ Joining him
in this discussion will be Rick Bragy,
.:;1.5 |"|I'|I|'.

'
|'.|1:.||'l.':h ?"|'".'I||. Er;

".:';";u.,llr”_ .|-.||||-.-r of several .Il.l.'i.ll'lll.'l.I

r'.--1.'|,-|-._ |.|||_'i|r|||.|'||_' Lk | 5 d .I"..l""
Another family-oriented session,
Wriers' Spouses Speak O™ will e
ture Stephen Ambrose’s wite, Moira;
Larry Brown's wile, Mary Annie; and
Feaery |:|_||_|.|'|.I||"\- Wi, S

Book designer and packager Bea
Jackson will moderate the panel
“"Boakmaking in the 21at Century

Technology, Creativiny, and Design.”

Punelists for this sesion will include
Wielene Dambar, Ohford resickenn wihiose
fiest movel, Marperet Cape, was recently
pubbistsed; Rica Muorshall, o book designen;
Claire Beadley O, o prochacton, s iag-
er ot Alired P Knopd; and Rulsn Prefter,
|1||,-\-1.,!.|,'||r (%} ] I. 1FCCRITL Hr.ll. L

Appearing on the pancl "The
Endangered Species: Readers in the

comtimeed om ne o
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Yeair 20047 will be ]:u:k Ciamtos, muthaor
of children's books, Barbara Bonds
Thomus, cwner of Toad Hall Bookssore
in Austin, Texas. Elaine H. Scorr,
moderator of the panel, has been
involved with the Reading s
Fundameneal program since 1974 and
recetved the RIF Leader for Literacy
Award in Aprdl 1994, Gantos will also
rive a presentation on his work, which
includes the Rowen Halph and
Jack zeries, and visiv local schools as
part of Young Authors Fair activities.

John E Magszalek, a history professor
at Memphis State University, will give o
presentation on his new book, The
Petticoat Affair; Manners, Mutiny, and
Sex im Andrew Jackson's White House.
Commenting on the book and it rele-
vance to the present will be Bragg and
Haorwitz, both winnees of the Pulitzer
Prize for their work & joumnalists.

In addition, composers/performers
Tommy Caldsmith, Tom House, and
Karren Pell will present a preview of
their musical version of Lee Smith's
Fair and Tender Ladies. The work was
commissioned by the Alabama
Shakespeare Festival in Montgomery,
where the premicre 15 scheduled for
December 19948,

Thee registration bee for the enitife con-
ference is E‘;I:" foir slll.dq.'nl:q. 5]{":' tor
Friends of the Center, and $150 bor other
partscipanies. | he daily mie & 325 for stu-
dens, 550 for Friends of the Center, and
£75 for other panicipants, Addiriodal,
“I"‘”"“"'EI events are o cockomil buffer on
Friday {$30 per person ) and brunch on
Sunday (530 per penon).

The conference is sponsored by the
Center e the Snely of Soasthem Cultue
and Square Books, supported by the
velord _||_|1'| ior Auxiliary and the
Yoknapatawpha Arts Council, ol pastial-
ly fumded by the University of Mississippi
an] thirough a grant by the City of Osdonad
The Inaioce of Continuing Stsdies 18
conarlinatos of the event

For more infermation conceming
the conference, contact Charlene Dye
at the Institure for Continuing Studies,
PO, Box B79, The University ol
Misstssippl, University, M5 38677;
telephone 601 -2 32-7282; fax 601-232-
5138 e-madl edvelalemizsedu.

Acenter fu the Stmly
of Southern Culture

For rourist informntion, contscr the
Cheford Tourism Council, PO, Box
965, Oxford, M3 186355; welephone
BO0-758-2177 or 601-254-4630; fax
GO1-234-0355.

Linda Peal White

The President’s Initiative on Race to Meet
at the University on March 16-17

e America: The President's

Initiative on Bace will send

n_*pnwnq:lliw:r froem {ts adviso-
ry hoard to hold a public meeting at the
University on March 16-17. Former
Mississippi Governor William Winter
and Duke Profesor Emerings of Flistory
John Hope Franklin, chair of the advi-
sy boand, will attend,

President Clinton announced the
Tniriative last June, and the advisory
board began holding public mectings in
Seprember. The goals of these meetings
ate 1o encourage  bocal commundtbes 1o
identify perminent isses reganding race
relations as well as to sugpest progrms
tor address problems. The first town hall
foaruem was in Akron, Ohiog other meet-
ings have been held in Fairfax, Virginia,

Page 4

avd Phoenix, Arizonn Although early
press reports eriticized the show start of
the effory, more recent amickes cite the
increasimg efectivendess of thee ProCCas.
Crowvermor Winter rxrr’t*-.‘i-l‘.'d an
interest in having the effort include
Mit-_-u,:;l'-pl and has worked with
Southern Srodies alumnae Susan
Ciliszom (o |'||:i|'||; thee :dvmﬁry hoard ga
campus, (lisson s chairing a program
committee of stxdencs and alumni who
are working with a planning commirtes
of University administrarors and
Ciford leaders o coondinare the event,
Dlialogue groaps represeniing ten con:
stituencies—art, environment, reli-
gion, housing, health care, labor, pov-
EFMMent, COmmunity orgnisang, -
carion, and business—are discussing

Wineer 1008

W 1

issues and will selecr representatives 1o
mect with the sdvizory bisied ar o pub-
lic meeting in March, The meeting will
consst of a dialogue between the cons
SO TECY TEPrescnianives 11I'I-.|= 'Il'u‘ mlvi-
sory Boaid Followed by on o fimrunt.

"We have accepred the challenge
implicit in the Presidents Initiative and
e beginning dinlogue on mce relations
in Mizsissippd,” said Glisson. "% hope
the March event will be a cotalyst for o
.;n;'-1n1|11.|.1n| elfart o '.'|;.‘|n.'||!l."ﬁ ;Jl.l'l-.‘l Tl:‘l.llf'l-'
racinl injustice b Oxeford and scros the
stnge. It will mke sll of us working fogeth-
e for a !_"I."'| ver futire,”

For tiformation akout the event,
contact Suwan Glisson at the Center;
telephone 601-232-5993; e-mnil glis-
somyiesse, olemissedii.

'Irhn.' ."I-rlul'}thl Hi‘_a':.'-l"."!'

VIVL W


mailto:cdye@olemiss.edu.
mailto:son@cssc.olemiss.edu.

Spring 1998 Foodways Symposium |

he  inaupursl  Sowthern
Foodways .‘-"-.'|l.||l.|-.L|.||'||. willl b
hield May 1-3, 1998, This event,

hotgted by the Center oand

Soutllern
Fooclways

Symposium

Contnuing Studies and sponsored
by Bervan Foods, Viking Banee, Ellen
Rolfes Books, and :"-|l*-nI*~*-I['|"I
Miudness with supporting sponsor:
ship from the American Institute of
Wine and Food, will bring culinary
hirtorians, .||'|r|'|mp|:-|n5._'h|:-. chefs,
und passionate sdvocates of reglonl
foods to the University for three

days of lecrures, mstings, and performances. This inaugural event will provide an
exciting oppormunity for curtous cooks and gourmands alike to better apprecinte the
cailtare and foodwavs of the American Soarth.

Among the scheduled speakers pre jowrrnalist John Egerton, writer of the seminal
work Smithern Food: At Home, on the Road, m Histeory: culinemy historan Jessiea
Harris, aurhor of Iron Pots and Wooden Spoons: Africa’s Gijes to New World Cooring
and the fomhcoming Nyam! The Food of Afrcan-Amencang; and joumalist Richand
Schweld, writer of Carfisk and the Delur: Confederaze Fish Farmayr i the Mississiv
Delia and Hot Peppers: Cajuns and Capricum in New [henly, Lowtsion.

Augmenting the tmpressive list of speakers will be a series of informal hnches hekd n
thie tree-shrosded prove at the center of the Cle Miss compus. Featuring Southierm spe-
clalries like podden-fried cotfish and smoke-indused pork barhecue, these meals wall nffond
atteridess a wonderful opporunity oo intersct with the speakiers. Evening events include
i prevate dinser party ot Owford'’s own City Grocery and o reading by Morma Jean
[erlers feoimn bt Brroadvwy p[ '8 :“';lll-lnlflﬂ'-.'ul andd Svomaberry Wine F\-l:'.:ilﬂ'L'-' |‘-l'n||h'r Dasl=
irigs and book signdmgss willl also be teaured. The weekend festivivies will close with
brunch served in the IOAAE B8 A |:=-J"-l."| chwinir ﬂ'l‘l- WIS

Registeation s 3195 for the entire symiposium (3185 for Friends of the Center
il members of the American [nstinwte of Wine and Food). With only 75 spaces
wallable, early FERESTRAL O LS recommended, For information about registration
and arrangements, contact Caraline Herring art thie Institute for Cont Iing
Srudies, PO, Bax 879, Universing, M5 3867 1 I|:|r;|"|'|-1|'|;' 601-232-T282; e-mail
cherrinpliolemizaedu. For further information abour the program, contact the sym-
ST OMEETIBeE, ]H'I'lll. T Bodpe, ar 601 -2 36- TR0 or i |l'i'nlIIEJI‘\IL'-IL'-'T-L'L"IIJ

Jishm T, Eidpe
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WELCOME t TABLE

Fam Dovie, 1906 1985, Welcmme Table. Paint om metal. 26.25 x 43.5 in. Collection of
lh; "lj,:h H1ru,1.|l1| il .l’l.l"lr .l’l.lhllra, I;;l.'l.'rl'l.l_"i..l. T. ‘.'r‘l.-rpha" H..Ihﬂ jI. Cﬂl'h.'ﬁl:-lh 1, | T"'.
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Center’s
Academic
Director Named
Outstanding
Humanities

Teacher

C1.|||.-.'- Beagan Wilson, probessor of
History and Soaabiern Stodics s the
Universiry ancd academie darector of the
named &5 an

Center, his been
Chmstmading Homanines Tescher of 1997

by the Mississippd Humanities Council

The Council gives the award each
Oictober 0 conjunction with mational
At ond Humamities monthe To com
meemmate thie awserd, Wilson gve a pidth-
lic lectme ae thie Center on Oietober 28
on the ropkc “When Southernes Became
Southernersr The Emerpence of
Seaithemn ldenpitice”

Wilson receives] both his bachelos's
and master’s degrees
Limiversioy of Texmee o El Paswo and his

from the

doctoraie from the Univemiey of Texis
at Austin. His specialisation is
Southem religivas snd cultural history,
and hiz current rewearch involves an
||;a|:|_-r,_‘||u_'|;'-|-.n.4r'., sruidy of thie Soaithem

whay of Life,

.
%
.


mailto:cherring@olemiss.edu.
mailto:johnt@dixie-net.com.

Lucille and Motee
Daniels Award
Established

Lucille Daniels has established the Lucille and Motee
Daniels Endowment Fund in honor of her and her late hios-
hamd’s Ir:u‘n-.iﬂ-hlp with Bill Ferris, founding director of the
Center. The purpose of the fund is 1o provide support for the
Southern Stoudies graduare program, specifically through its
provision bof an anndal award in honer of an ourstonding
Soaithern Soudics graduare student paper. Teresa Parker, who
will receive her master’s in Southems Studies this May, is the
first mecipient of the 3250 award. Parker recetved the awsnd ar
a September 997 reception in the home of Marcie and Bill
Ferris ar which Danicks and her family were in attersbance,

Friends of Lucille and Motee Daniels, Bill Ferris, and the
Lenter are invited o make contributions o the endowment
lund. Checks should be made payable 1o the University of
Missssippi Foundstion and sent to the Center with a sote that
thve burds e fow the Deandels Asamrd,

Lett to right: Lucille Daniels, Bill Ferris, and Teresa Packer

Center for American

History Displays Photos
of Natchez

T:u l.!rl.ll.l.'hlr'g.' of Tesois ar Ausrin's Center for Ameticin
History is displaying more than 100 images by Henry
Morman, a I'I""""I-!f“r'l'l“?f who documented daily life in
Matcher in the last decades of the 19h century. MNatches on
the Messissippi, 1870- 1910, which will be on display until May
b1, 1998, includes photographs of the luxuriows interioes of
the grear paddlewheel steamboars, studio portmis of Adrican
American families and _|.|_-u.-|-.]-| merchants, and Plectures of
Mitchez soreer s ETIeS, i--ul..im;.-:-- and r"I-II'Ili-thI:I. MEAnLns
De. Thomas Gandy, o Marches phiysician, and his wife, loan
Cranchy, curated the exhibition over a period of 35 vears using
the enormaous collection of Henry Morman works that they
acquired in 1960, The Gandys are the publishers of three
books on Natches life: Norman's Natcher: An Early
Photographer and His Town, Nacchey Vicgovian Children, and
The -""{':-‘l'cl"-!'lr'fl'l :";li-'-il:mll'lhlr L.fll 51 |!FI1»!||'I'||,' i"hrl-:n:lu'rrl_[:l.hﬁ. For
more intormation on the exhibin, contace Alison Beck ar
512-495-4515.
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Mississippi Delta
Tennessee Williams
Festival

The sixth annaeal Missizsippi Delea Tennessee Willinms
Fesgival will iake place in Clarksdnle o Oenaber 1517, 195

Schaolars are invived 1o submit papers for possible presen.
tation ar the festival, The deasdline for subsmissions &= "'ull.-u*!
15, 1998, To enter, send a completed paper [ 7-8 poges) or an
absrract (250 words) to Colby Kullman, Department of
English, The University of Mississippi, University, M5
IE6TT.

High schowl soudernis in :‘-.-'Iix-l.u-lﬁ"l ate invited to enier an
acting competivion thar includes rwo categories, monolopses
mred scenes. All material must be drawn from the plays of
Tennessee Williams. Cash peizes are given for Wwinining maomio-
logues pnd scenes, which will be performed for the festival
aviclience.

For informearion on the 1995 fesrival and drmmu CHMPIpMELi-
tion, write Tennessee Williams Festival, PO. Box 1565,
Clurksclale, M5 35614-15635; telephone 601.627-7337

The Semithern Reglsper
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Southern Studies Teacher Institute Planned for June

™

Zoneinuing Studies will sponzor
the fourth annual Southern Studies
Teacher [nstitute on June 2116, P98,
Elementary nnd secondary teachers
o all ovver ehve comntry are ivvited o
artend rhis imterdisciplinary progrom
thar provides oppormunitics w explore
thie lavest scholarship on Mississippi
and Southern history and culoure.

This year the institate will open on
Sunday with a catfish fry on the grounsds
of the University foblowed by a triptoa
juke joine near Oxford. Monday will be
spent in i day-long Teaching Toleromee
workshop with Olenda Valentine of the
Sourthern Poverty Law Center in
Montgomery, Alabama. Through
wideos, activities, group discussion, ond
i penerous amount of laughrer, the

Tht Center and the Institute for
L

workshop provides an interactive, non-
threntening enviconment m which cdu-
cators cin begin o examine their per-
sorual artiosdes regarding moe, culoure,
prejudice. and stereotyping. Tucsday's
perivities inclode o becoure on *Women
in the Civil Rights Movement” snd &
trip to the National Civil Rights
Museum in Memphis. William Heath,
author of The Children Bob Moses Lid,
will lecture an Wednesday following
lectures on *Memory and Sense of
Place™ and “Mississippl Cultural
History™ and a tour of William
Foulkner's home, Rowan Ok, Thursckay
includes a becture on “Anthropology of
the Blwes™ by Peter Aschold and o trip g
the Dhelia for visits to MeCarry Pottery
Srudio, Dockery Farms, and the Delta
Blues Museum. Friday's schedule

inc luides lecoures on “Mative Americans
in the South,” “Southermn Folk Are,”
i "M ississippi Autobiography.”

The Southern Studies Teacher
Institute provides an exciting and stim-
ularing program of study that returms
reachers mo their classrooms with new
imsight into the Southemn experience
and new methods to comvey this knowl-
edpe to their students, The institute
works wcross the curmculum, enhancing
all subject areas by providing connec.
rivmns to smudents” daily lives, their fami-
livs, anvdd their own futres, For rejpiste
i indormation, write Chorlene Dye
at the Southern Studies Teacher
Institure, PO Box 879, University,
M5 38677, call her ot 601-232.F182,
int e-mmml] hier an cabye@olemiss.edu.

Charene Eve

“Southerners in New York” in May

diverse achievements of such native Southern luminaries as Willinm
Sryron, Cratg Claiborme, and Clifton Taulbert will be explored ot “Southernens
in New York: A Homecoming Celebration™ ta be held in Oxford and at che
University May 15-17, 1998, The event will explore the ofren comples relationship
Southermers have between Mew York and their Sowthern homelond. Featuring a
varnety of noted writers, anises, actors, and musicioms, the conferencoe promises to
offier something for Southerners, New Yorkers, and anvone else interested in the
roots of regional identity. Hosts for the three-day event are the Center and the
Institute for Continuing Soudies.

The celebration begins Friday moming with a special welcome from conference
sponsar Roger Malkin and University of Mississippi Chancellor Robert Khayar,
Malkin, chairman of Delta Pioe snd Land Company, s a New Yorker who now lives in
Scott, Misissippl. Beniy Andrews, 5 Georgla-bom painter living in New York, wall
dhiscuss s works on Fridkvy afternoon and lwer greet guests ot an evening reception to
be held ot Oxords Southside Gallery. On Saminday, conference sessboms will feamire
such topics as growing up blsck and Jewish in the Misissippi Delta, corporate migra-
tiomn, and Blues music. Addichonally, writers Willlie Morris, Roy Bloune, William
Seyron. and others will offer readings and remarks relaring to their experiences in New
Yaork. The evening will close with a cockeail panty and musical performances.
Highlights of Sundiny's schedulbe inelude diseusstons bed by food erirics Craig Claiborme
ond Jessicn B Hurrie, 0 seminar on Southern dhape note singsing by Chiguica Willis and
Warren Steel, and um suthentic Southern dinner-on-the-grounds.

"For generations Southermens have left their region and traveled North toward
home' to pursue their caneers in New York,” said William Ferris, who initiated the
homecoming celebration while he was direceore of the Cenrer. "This gathering
promises to be on meaningful exploration of the challenges and accomplishments
of thse individuals,” he said. For mone information about the weekend, conract
Charlene Dye ar the Institure for Continuing Soudies, PO, Box 879, University,
MS 3867 7; welephone 601-231-T281; eomail cdye@olemisedu.

Teresa Parker

The Soihern Register Winter 1995

Jim Henson’s
Muppets Featured

on Center for the
Book Poster

Misslssippdun Jim Hemson's pup-
pets Kermir the Frog omd Miss Pragy
wre featured on 4 new poster pro-
duced 1o promote the campaign
*Buikfing a Mation of Resdens”™ of the
Center for the Book ar chie Library of
Congress. The Center for the Book
wis estublished in 977 o stimalane
public interest i books, reading, and
librartes and 1o encourage the study
of the rolle of books and print culiere.
John Y. Cole, divector of the Center,
sand the theme of the poster *empla-
sizes the importance of resding o our
democratic wiry of life.™ Thie prodiac-
tion of the poster coincides with
plans of the Library of Congress for
celebrating itx bicentennial in the
year 2000, The 22-by-34 inch poster
is available for $9 in the Library of
Comgress Sales Shop arvd by mail
from the American Library
Association, phone 800-545-2433,
Bookomurkes ane also svailable ar o cose
of 36 for o pack of 100,
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Faulkner Celebration in Russia

T o over o decade the Center has
b—{heen a spearhead for conace
A between scholars of Russian and
Southemn culoure, and the bwest stage of
that relationship was reached in
December as University faculty and
sdminisreators artended the anml meet
img of the Russian Assoctation for the

Study of American Literature and

Caltoume, Deocenber 1-7, 1997, in Momscow.

The Gorky Institute af World

Litcrature of the Russian Academy of

Sciences hosted the mecting, which
included a separace program enticled

Willinm Faulkners Centenary, Yassen
Zassoursky, of
University, welcomed participants an

Moscow State
the opening ceremony, and Peter
Paliewsky, o rhe Gorky Institure, nlso
& ke, supegesting that Faulkner had
bong ago been prescient abour the end
of the Sovier system. Palievsky recalled

P ieper

that Faulkner had declined o
United Stares Informarion
Agency invitation to visit the
Soviet Unian in the 1950, sugp-
pesting ©r the American povern-
ment, though, thar a quick end
would come to communism i
Americans would simply give
|L".|.1'l.1'l.~' |II!-\.|I'|I-|||'I|.|-|_"'. [k !":_I_lxi1.||'|x
Pulieviky related this anecdone
fa the recent coming of capiral
izm 1o Rasssia and the complexi-
pies it has broughr, complexinies
that seill make Foulkner relevant
tox Hisssians,

Ann Abadie, acring director of
the Ciemiter, sherched the histony of
the relationship berween Bussian
scholirs. and the Universiry i her
opeming talk, “Willem Faulkoer
From Mississippi vo the World.”
The first crip by Center personnel
[ I‘l.l.p-\.'\-q.r was i [9E4E jor g YIRS
sium on William Faulkner, fol-
levwed by amendance ar two othes

sy, ome on Shobokow and rthe oter
on culture of the American South
Sclhodars from the fomer Soviet LUlnion
whio have been at the University for
extended stavs inclwde, among others,
Palicvsky, Serper Chakowvsky, and Maya
Korenewa, the lateer of whom helped
plan the comference and spoke on
"Fulkner: The A of Creagion.”

Momt of the sesions at the Faulkner
Centenory indloded Universiry faculty
Lronald Kartiganes, William Howry
Peotessor of Faulkner Srudies ar the
University, spoke on “Faulkner vs. the
Besules,” aned Robert Brinkmeyer, profies-
wor of Enelich and Southern Smadies,
pliwed Faulkner's work in
the browsder conpexe of the
mnterwaer periogd of the 2ith
century, addressing the
topic “Faulkner and the
World ot War." Another
Lenter Iaculty member,
Charle: Reapan Wilson,
prgued at the conference
thar Faulkmer's work grew
isur of the South's culture
o death, amabyzing his por
trayal o funerils, comaeter-

Wnder 1UGE

! -
Fram foft Ekntirina Stevsenko, ol y
Maya Boreneva, and Baob Haws dair-

ing a Faulkner session
Instigne of World Literafune

e Garky

]

ies, and other emblems of momaliog Tom
Rankin, nssociate prodessor of A and
Southem Srdies, added 5 visual elesmsen
tir the meeting, showing slides while dis-
CLELImg "l:l.'nl\:!-!‘:u l'|.l'..'|.|||.||'.| I'.||||L:'_l_'|
Martin ). Diain and Yolmapaomphia.”
Foberr Haws, chnirman of
Deparement of Hisvory and former
Fulbrighr Professor of American Histony
ot Mosconw stare Linbversiry, lecmned on
“Foulkmer and the Historical Conrexe.”
]|.|_' |:'§-\.l|||_l!"|r 4 |-_;|_'1|'|.;| ri-.n_- rl..,r-_.'|'|.|| -.:..r'!.
of Charlooe Rittenmeyer im The Wild
Palms and the real-life story of Francis

the

Birkhend, a young Missisippi woman
wha, in 1918, had o Borehed abortion,
like Rimenmeyer in Faullness mle, and
filed a seduction and breach of promise
bnwsuin agaimst Messfsippi Licutenans
Crovernor Lee Rossell. Haws used thi
papet to explore American attitudes
toward abortion at the time and
Faulkner's seraibality i portrmying them
These and other papers presented ag
the December meeting in Moscow pro
vided the prand hinale of a vear-long
celebration the Faulkner Centenary in
a variety of sites throushout the world
Chinrles Beagan ‘Wilson

i hee Spntfrrn -'l'r_.::\.’-.'l
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of the 13th annual Faulkner and

Yoknapatawpha Conference—is at
wnce an obvious way of approaching the
writer and o surprising one, given the
ki of critical amention be hos eceived
over the last two ond o half decades. In
the early years of the conferénce, as wns
befitting its title and raison d'etre, the
emphusis tended o be on Faullner the
Mississippian and Soasthenner, the creator
ol Yokraganwpha, Morcover, this wis nn
aspect of his life and work thar New
Criticksm, conwinced thar the best nead-
img of a writer was one thar dissociated
hiismn froem hits i and phice, hid serious-
Iy overhooked. More recently, in a serics of
conferences devored o ideoloey, gender,
cultural contexy, and che namral world,
thie emnphasts hos been on approsches that
might atill include the local, while
expanding out o langer political and
culrural realms, bur conrinued o lsmone
the distinceively *national™ comtext

In fcr, to some exeent there has been
a verickency to regird the * American™
context iea term mnd comcept caloulaned
to suppress the significance of both the
local and the multiculiural makeup of
the country itsell: ® Amwrican,” in other
wornds, e elitest codde of monters exclu-
svely male, white, and Anglo—with a
decided bins roward the Wew England
literiry traditbon—and significamtly in
opposition 1o what may be maost vital
ahout the country and abour Faulkner,
The result has been an inclination
among Faulkner’s best critics to steer
clear of the “American™ dimension of
William Faulkner.

“Faulkner pnd America,” which will
take place July 26-31, will be the first
Faulkner and Yoknapatawpha
Conference to address explicitly that
complex comnection: how Faulkner
and his work "fit” into the variouws
American liverary, political, and histor-
lcal traditions; the degree 1o which this
distinctively Southem writer might be,
as an extension of, or contradiction o,
his Sourhernness, an American writer.

Amomg the speakers who will be pre-
senting papers will be James Canothers,
Liniversity of Kansas, suthor of William
Faudkner's Shont Stomies; Richard Godden,
Lniversity of Keele, author of Finons of
Labor: William Failkner and the Soueth’s
Lemg Revodntion and Fictons of Capigal:

Fuﬂkmr and America"—the theme

The Soarthern Reglater
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1998 Faulkner and
Yoknapatawpha
Conference

The Ammevicam Nesvel from Lames o Mol
Kathryn Burgess McKee, University of
Mlississippi, author of essys and papens on
such writers as Kaye Gibbons, Ellery
Channing and Ralph Walde Emerson,
Mathaniel Hawthorne, Josephine
Humphreys, Bobbie Ann Mason,
Sherwood Bonner, and Ellen Glasgow;
Peter Nicolaisen, Pacdagogische
Hochschule, Flenbunz, Germany, author
of books in German on Edward Taylor,
Ermest Hemingway, Joseph Conrad,
Thomas [efferson, and Faulkner; Moel
Polk, Univerdcy of Southern Missisippi,
authar of A Snady of William Faullner’s
“Requicm for o Nun" and Children of the
Dk Howise: Tieat e Compext i Fanlioer;
Huortense Spillers, Commell University,
acithog of nuinserois csays on blsck femi-
nist crivicism, nchsding the groundbreak -
ing “Chosen Place, Timeless People:
Some Figurations in the MNew World,”
**The Permanent Obliquity of an
In{phalllibly Srradghe’; In the Time of the
Diugghvens and the Farhers,” and “Maoma's
Baby, Papa's Maybe: An American
Grammur Book.” and coeditor of
Ciomjuring: Black Women, Fiction, and
Liverary Tradivion: and Linds Wagner-
Mo, Univessiny of Maorth Chrolin ar
Chapel Hill, author of Hemingwary and
Faudkner: InventorsyMdasters, Dos Passos:
Ariat as Ammeric, Ellen Glagoar: Beyeond
Compention, Sylvia Plach: A Biography,
Tl Wonen's Lives: The New Biography,
andd "Favoved Srrangers”: Gerimgle Stein
and Her Famaty.

Inv addition vo the formal lecrures,
there will be a dramatic production by
Voices of the South, a two-woman
company specializing in “narrative the-
ater”: the art of adapring shorr stories
amd nowvels for the stage from the lan-
muape mnd mages inspired through the
text. Alice Berry and Jenny Odle,

Wineer [908

native Southemens and oward-winning
actresses, will perform the Joan
Williams short story “Twenty Will Mot
Come Again,” which traces the
puthor's long relationship wich William
Faulkner, and scenes from the novel
Light i Anigest,

Onher program events will include
the presentation of the winners of the
ninth Faux Faulkmer Contest. The con-
vest, coondinared by the author's niece,
Diean Faulkner Wells, is sponsored by
Jack Daniels Distillery, Yoknapatawpha
Press and its Fasdlkmer Newskerer, and the
University of Mississippi, There will also
be discussions by Faulkner friends and
family, a slide presentation by |, M.
Faulkner and Meg Faulkner DuChnine,
and sessions on “Teaching Faulkner,”
The University's John Davis Willkaoms
Library will display Faulkner books,
manuscripts, photographs, and memora-
bilia; and the University Pres of
Mississippi will exhibit Faulkner books
published by university presses through-
ot thie United States. Films relating 1o
thie muthaor's life and work will be svail-
ahle for viewing during the weck.

Tours of Worth Mississippl are sched-
uled for Tuesday. Sunday there will be a
buffet supper served a the home of Dy
and Mrs. M, B. Howorth Jr., and
Wednesday a picnic will be served ot m
Faulkner's home, Rowan Oak. The
conference will end on Friday, July 31,
with a reception at the home of Mr.
and Mirs. M. C. Falkner.

For more information about the
conference, contuct Charlene Dhye at
the Institute for Continuing Studics,
P.O. Box 879, The University of
Mississippi, University, MS 36677,
telephone 601-232-T182; fax 6001-231-
5138; e-mail dye@olemiss.edu,

Domald M. Kartiganer
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Center Becomes Fourth
Sponsor of Natchez

Literary Celebration
Ninth Event Set for June 4-6, 1998

"I""h-: Center is joining forees with
the award-winning Maiche:
Liverary Celebration, becoming
the fourth sponsor of the annual event.
"We are truly excited and delighted o
have such a prestigivus organization

cosponsor our literary celebrarion,”
sabd Carodyn Vance Smith, one of the
founders and a current cochaiir of the

NLC, Other sponsors are Copiah-
Lincoln Community College, the
Mational Park Service, and rthe Nache:
Mational Historical Park.

"It ks wirth special pleasure thar we
will cosponsor the Marchez Litesary
Celebrtion,” said Ann Abadie, acting
director of the Center. *We have sup-
ported the celebration since irs foumd-
irvg in 199 and are honored to join the
other sponsors (0 this Important pro-
gram. Theough the years, the celebra-
thon has drawn both local and national
asrliences and hss provided thousands
of people with a new and enriched
understanding of our region's literary
experience,”

The ninth NLC will be June 4-6,
1998, with the theme *The Souths Trs
Land and les Lireratuee.” More than o
dozen scholars, writers, snd lecnorers
have confirmed presentations. These
include Joseph Blotner, who will talk
about the indluence of kainad on the wries
g of William Faulkner and Bobert
Penn Warren: Clifton Taulbert, who
will discuss the Mississippt Deltag
Courtney Parker, wha will spreak abiouar
fegionil fuinds; and Felder Rushi ni,
whio willl talk aboast viard art and old-
time ganden obgections.

Blotner is the author of bicgraphics
of Faulkner and Warren. Taulbert's
Pasokes e lucle Ohnce Ulpem a Time When
We Were Colored, Parker, an awards
wimning food journalist, is the suthor
o Howw to Eat Like a Souchemnier and Live

Iln.l.ﬂl.' i

par Tell the Tite, Rushing is the author of
four bowoks on Southem gandens, one of
which, Passalimg Plmts, won a national
award for the best gardening book in
America in 1994,

Patricia Galloway, special projects
officer ar the Mississipph Department of
Archives and Hisvory, will mlk absoar
Chocraw Indians and their relation o
the lard, and histocian James Wiggins Jr.
will present “Land Fever: Serling the
Ol Southwese.” liehin Michael Viech,
author of Back of the Big House: The
Architecture of Plantation Skevery, will
present “Reflections of Antebellum
Sowiety in Southern Landscapes.” Also
confirmed as speakers are landscape
architeces Edward L. Blake I wliose
takk is vitled “Time, Place, and a
L.ll.'hEu.':q't"n Archdpeciure,” wnd Gondon
W Chappell, who will speak on the wse
of the kand by early settlers for both prac-
tical and acsthetic purposes.

In addivion 1o Blotner, literary
scholars signed up for the program
inclsde Pegery W Prenshaw, whio will
discuss Santhern women writers)
Srerling Plumpp, who will speak on
blues and Mississippi writers; Jerry
Ward, on Missbsippi autobiographical
voices. Also, Kenneth W Holditch and
Colby Kallman will discuss the use of
the land in the dramas of Tennessec
Willizms, and Patrick Samway, 5.].,
will examine the influence of New
Ohrbeans on Southerm Witers.

Fuor mdditionn] information, contact
Caralyn Yance Smith, PO Box 894,
Natchez, MS 391 21-0894; wlephone
OOT 4465874 fox 6014461206,
Tickets are availuble by callinge Natche:
Piox Oiffice an 300-862-3259, For infor-
mation ahour Todging and other
arcangements, call the Narche:
Caonvention mmd Yisitor Pareau ar S00-
B4 76742,

Winter [996
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The Cenger for the Study of Southem

Cubture grancfully scknowladaes the ol

lowing individuals whio have made
mycmosial contmiburinns o aur P

. mrfﬂﬂﬁsgf
Betty Lou Dahlberg Ely

Dule and Ann Abudie
Wir. and Mrs. Thomas Upton Black |r.
Shelby Flowers Ferris
D, Lucien Ferrls
Al and Libby Hallingsworth
Lucy Somerville Howorth
Elinor Boyee
Ashiron Diougliess
Cieorpe Ingrom
George Hite McLean Sr.
Al and Libby Hollimgsworth

Irving A. Mexz 111
Lynin Tacket

Dan Clark Triplety
B C. and Bonnle Criwfond

Elizabeth Dobbin White
B. C: and Bonnie Crwfond

Call for Papers

The Suciety for Commercial
Archieclogy (SCA) invices proposal
for papers for s annual conference o
be hiedd Ocrobser 21-24, 1998, “Drivan’
the Dhxie: Automaodsle Toursm m the
South” will explore automobile tourism
and it impact on the commenciad-buile
envimoament in the region. The conder-
ence will inchele one day of papers (20
minutes each) amd ewo doys of tours
fixcusingy on cubiumal reources along te
nosstes of the Dixie Highway in Morth
Cieogzia mmd Tennesee.

Papers should examine any aspect of
roadside architecture or histonic high-
ways, Papers that sddress Southemn
resonrces are especially encoumged.
Submissions { 30-word abstract and a
beried blosraphibcal summany/cv) shiould
b sern by June 1, 1998, 10 Sceven H.
Molfson, SCA Conference, cfo
Historic Preservation Division, 57
Forsyth Street NW, Suite 500, Addnnm,
A 30303, For additional details, oon-
imct Motfson by telephone (404-651-
5906}, mx ($04-657-10400, or c-mail
{Seeven_MoffsoniBmuldnesome gis. ),

The Southen Hegsrer



Reading the South

Reading the South:

Elizabeth Spencer, Landscapes of the Heart: A
Memoir. By Elizabeth Spencer. New York:
Random House, 1998, 346 pages. 524.00.

Elizabeth Spencer’s new memair is
ofe of considerable charm, with vivid
dienils, entertaining stories, and inci-
sive characrerizations. She has won
acclabm for her nine novels and three
short story collections, and her new
putohicgraphy will surely add o her
reputation, This gentlewoman of
Southem ketters evokes the past, from
prowing up in Carrolloon, Missizsippi,
tiv her timie in BNew York Cicy, Dialy,
and Conada. It is o discreer book,
though, in which she conveys the
sights and sounds amd, especially, the
imarviclious storhes of the people she hos
knwown bur mor how thiese expericnoes
moved her emotions. She does not
bare her soul, bur her olservirions and
insighis of people and places are
rewand enough.

Spencers chibldhood vwas "a time of
eachantment and love,” and she rells
o playing among pecan thees, cating
cobd watermelon oo summer days, aod
rofdler skating through tovwn during long alterdons, seeing
“Lawyer Yewell asleep in his office w indow.™ She summons
haunting memories of Fankly and rovenstiolk from Carmollton,
Missiasippi. She boved visiving her sunr wha would malk o
blse streak—visiting shie called ir." Her uncle hsd o weakness
for miracle cures, including the Crizy Warer Crvszals tht
meany Southermers tnsted. Spencer comes 1o see that “my
memories have more in common with country life as
described by Chekbaow, Tolstoy, and Turgenev than with the
America of that time as we read abour ir in Deetser or
Simcloir Lewis.”

Spencer grew up with racinl segregition, “the ugly sys-
rern,” she calls it, taking it for granted as “part of the crermal™
as 4 child. The vicious heating of her family's cook by o
rownsmnan scared into her soul, becoming “the sreatest har-
ror | can i oll my life remember” amd a key incident in her
novel A Violce ar the Back Door [1956). Spender etchas a
memorable portrait of the complexity of the Southern social
systemm im peneral, noting it “pentle and soft™ aspects buat o
lirching from it painful memories

The secomd half of this memair shows Spencer moving

The Seinthern Repliter
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into wider worlds. She studied at Vinderbile University,
working with the Agrarion legend Donald Davidson, and
taught fof several YOArs, JI'|l..|l|l.|I-I!:.-,' mt the University ol
;"-||=\.:..|-|-\.||'|F‘\'| in Il‘u_' I.I.rl; I'\Irql:'h. ﬁl‘li' '.|.'”'. i I'||| ':':llll'll\.' [ Iﬂl.'.
“the Oxford lady 1o reckon with,”
whose dinmners and parties were leg-
endury, wnd of Stark Young, who deliv
cred a4 memaorabkle lecrure during the
Southern Literary Festival at the
Uhniversitg She moviad on o Mew York
Ciry o devote full time to writing.
Winning o Gugpenheim Fellowship,
she lived in Imly, which became her
miost sienificent liverary =source piter the
South. She finds beauty everywhere,
froney the stanues amd foumtains dhar are
a part of everyday life to the pleasures
of the opera she discovers She meets
her fumure hurband, John Rysher, in
[taly, and they eventually move to
Canada, where she long tghs.
Spencer pienics with-Soul Bellow
in Paris, discusses Faulkner with his
friend Phil Stone, sips whiskey with
Philip Bahy (edivor of Perdsm Bevew),
artenicls the Bread Losf writers' confer-
ence in Vermont, his a memomable sup-
per with Robere Frost and Donald
Daviddson, wnd visits often with Robert Penn Wamren and
particularly, her friend Eudora Welty, who lovingly recurs
throughowt. Each real-life charicter is imely drawn, and
Spencer entertniningly recreates her encounters with the
Gy anad the ondinary with Jdetatl and verve,
Charles Reapan Wilson

Edirer’s Node: Elizabeth Speicer inll “come home @ Mississge™ m
March o perticipate in the fifth Ohgfomd Cemfevence for the Book

Body Parts. By Jere Hoar. Jackson: University
Press of Mississippi, 1997. 286 pages. 526.00.

Body Paris, the fimst collection by Jere Hoar, emernimis pro-
fessor of Joumalism at the Universaty of Mississipps and an
avtormiey, conteims | stories spanning the kss 680 yeam. The
volume has been warmly received, ac a few excerpts from
reviews indicare

Kivkus Revies: “Many of Hoar'’s tales are set in the same

regton of Misstsippi that Faulkner wnote about =t his closesy

Pape |1




Reacling the South

E literary ancestor is really Exkine Caldwell. That's cspectally
|t im “The Snopes Who Soved Huockalby" - . s o delighttul
i oy, funmy s Caldwell, but gentler, with a hikarious secuel,

How Wieveal Went.' .. . By contrsr, "Tell Me It Hasn't Come
| 1 Thas® is miredi more of Fannery O onmor”

Tanrm [l'mr!.'. MWew York Times Book Beviews “In 11 storeos,
the writer ranges across seven decades and three or four
mades of storytelling to present a rough survey of the
mythology and manners of the 20th century South. Thus we
find mowving I.KTn-pM-:'-n mensoriE pext o raocous ] ales

| mext to wiolent modern satire. Jere Hoar drvws companissiis
ro O'Connor here, Barry Honnah there, Erskine Caldwell
somewhere elser ond sometimes the stores tuke over, dmw.
ing roo comipareson g all.”

Brert Loer, Raleigh News and Olbserver: *)ere Hoar s the
real thing.

Which is a blesming and o cumse. The blessing: 1n a time
whien books seem incremsingly homopgenized and diluted,
force-fed o ws through literary [V tubes hooked directly to
the thin drip of Mew York publishing conglomerares, Hoar's
volce % o welcome, refreshing abermrion. Rock-hard snd
crystal-clear, his lines and their images give us 3 world we
hiove no chobce bt o scknaowledpe a5 here with ug, its heart
bearing so furiously we can't help bur look up from the page
riv ciiaf own world, and in thar moment sce the truth this
wiiter speiks,

The curse: Ir takes & universiey press, and along with it all dve
attemcdant difficiltes of dismburion and marketing thar smaller
presses have to get the eruth our. Be resdy o hove o special-
| order this one, althowgh iv will comainly be worth the wait,”

| Managing [snatius: The Lunacy of Lucky Dogs
land Life in the Quarter. By Jerry E. Strahan.
Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press,
1998, 264 pages. 524,95,

With the |1.:-E~I|'||.|||'||H.u PUI"'IIL'-d[Hll.'I o _I-.ﬂ'|l|. Kennedy Toole’s
comedic masferpuece e l.'n'.-:llfci-nu.;} -.lf Dhences, LSLT Press
:|1|:n15.u;n:| the veoedd 1o o |rF!|:-c sl L-.'-e||1|.‘-1.':||.||a|,|.:r iy \|'||.|l|.;|.'.

.|.|.'|.I.I |.||I:|r|l|.|n'h' enifertaining ¢ haractess n the 11|-.-1.l.=-rl.' |
! Sooitbern letters. Walker J"n:-n."r', iy his ||1I|ql|J1|.|.'I:|l:|'| s thie

mave], teroeed h:'n.|1||:|:- ]- Hul.'lﬂ.'f i sy u:':I-.!I.|-.1IL|m.J:|I.'. a n1.|J

Oiiveer i'l.1r.|1'. A pervense Thomas ."‘.;tuu:uh rollid fmvnis o,

['L':;".' ¢'|.ni|||m| I|'|..1I! |:L'|.|.|1.' his P pROpenAlon in any litesa-
piere | krwow of,™ ansd anvone who has been forunate etwugh
fn H'.Ir.i Tm-l.._—'q. gy 4_'| weorald e hard pen.'r.l.';l 5 ke I:'-un'.l, | T}
:.1a.|.'. l:_.-. eI nsore .‘Inr'r'i-:'u'll i by EINAZITIE Jun.|1|||-':- O
taor i imeagining his progeny. The mind meels.

With the ru.l["-|:|; ation of ."n.lumlgiu.l,; rll-.'ll-il:ﬂll:'\i I'“!' Jl.'l (53
LT r.|.|1.||r|. E_"-E-L.l r'n'u l:.:t- |!~'r||l.|;.;|‘|.l | Pl ||_|;l|! ol arrie bt iy
passsible progeny. As longtime manager of the troupe of street
vendors who peddle Lucky Dog hot dogs in the New Orléans
French Quarter, Strahan—a historian by training and a
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“comservarive redneck” from Sullivan’s Haolloa, Mississippt,
by birth—has seen and heard i all. Thoogh Tenasdus’s antics
miay hinve ruffled o few fenthers at Paradise Vendors (Toole’s
fietional equivalent of
Lucky Do}, Serahan's
deadpan delivery and
slly wit pive readers the
impression that lgnatiss
would have been the
I{'ilﬁt ail hl." WOITIR

“Ex-carnies, phony
clergymen, seamen
between ships, disillu-
dioned doctoral candi-
dares, the love-scomed,
the tex-erazed, and
waytarers simply look-
ing for an alternate
lifestyle®—Smrahan has
had them all in his
employ. Beading of his
pravails, you can’t help bor bnsgh, Through it all, Strabhan
prodesses to be unfased by the circus that is his job. Bt even
Strahan has his limies, a8 evidenced by his agpraksal of one o
his veternn verwlor’s tebe fn attire: “Smitty came in the shop
wiearing red hot pints, fshnet stockings, pink ballering <lip-
pers, a mlthed tuxedo shim, a b, 8 Prince Valianc-soyle wig,
anid smioking a pipe. He insisted on working his cor like thar
| el hiow alsolurely mor. Boaed of Health regulations dicoa-
el that the pipe had to po.”

Author Jerry Strahan will speak at the fifth Oxford
Conference for the Book, scheduled for March 13-15, 1993
Juhin T. Edge

Knights of Spain, Warriors of the Sun: Hermando
de Soto and the South’s Ancient Chiefdoms. By
Charles Hudson. Athens: University of Georgia
Press, 1997, 561 pages. $34.95.

In Enights of Span, Worrors of the Sim: Henando de oo
and the South's Ancient L'fu..,'_f;br:ln.'.. Charles Hudson, one of
the most preeminent American schalars, places the capstone
an o 15-year-long effort in scholarship, publications, and
dicbare. Using the chronicles of the Hemands De Soto and
other catly Spanish expeditions and niuch archeological evi-
dence, FHudson and his colleagues in thie past decade and a
half have produced the best-argued reconstruction of the
ekl aoof D St throwsh the Southeastern United States, and
tir the course of this reconstruction, they have come to o
-..:Il.'l.'|.l unJl:H-l.ll:l..]:l:h:.! al the native Flull.lill.":-. L |_'|'||qr._‘||::-r|.'|-...
through which De Soro and his army of 600-plus passed
Husdsom brdngs all of this research tosether oo vobmmre tha
trself reads like one of the De Saco chronicles
written by an acute observer, intelligent scholor, and precise
:||1II:||:L:1:-c:I|-.:1.:t'-I!.

l\ﬁu,gﬁ.h of f‘:-]‘.um. Werriors l.lj' the Suni lands the reader ot
Tampa Bay amd then takes her through La Flovida, as Monh

only o
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America-wis called at the tme. Hudson gives an almost day-
by-day aceount of De Soto's movements and the grueling
hardships of life on the morch through a werrivory fiencely
defended by its native inhabimnes, Inocoth, it s these native
inhabitants, and not De Soto, thar Huedson has pusued so
dogrgedly, Put it was De Soto's foorsteps through the 16ch-
century South that led the way o understanding
Southeastern Indian sockety ar the moment of Euwropean con-
tact. Through painstaking examination of De Soto’s move-
maenitz:, Hudson anid his colleagues were able nog only wo plice
Somtheastern Indian chiefdoms on a modern map, but also o
discover something aboat the internal structure and dynam-
ics of these political orders, the dodly lives of the people, and
the relationships between chiefiloms.

The Indians thar De Soro encountered were quite differ.
ent from the Southem Indians with which most people are
familiar. The people biving in the South during the 16th-cen-
tury were constituents of well-defined political rerritories,
rubed by an elite belicved
i1 be descendied from the
Sun, mnd with political
and religious centers
dominated by lirpe carth-
en mounds and other

monumental archirec-
i 1l fure. They were also heirs
to a centurics=-old mili-
tary tradition. Apalachee,
Cofitnchequi, Coosa,
Tascaluza, Quizquiz,
Guachoya, Quigualeam,
Anilco—these are the
names of the some of the
South's ancient chief-
doms that Hudson
TFesEOnes [0 our hl"‘hIIIL-.II
SOnsC rsesess. Moraover,
Hudsixn brings thewe chisidoms to the forefront of the histor.
ical stage i the powerful cocigues, or rulers, and their fearles
WO comfront, |.'.1]|1'!|.". llilI.Inm_:l_'., MCQUIEECE, sccomimoadnte,
mnd otherwise internct with Hernando De Soro and the otl-
era in this premodern Spanish army trekking through La
Floridda jn what turmed oot oo be o futile search for riches and
an altogether doomed expedition. Hudson'’s narrugive seyle
emphasizes the daily encounters between the kniglts of
Spain and the wamriors of the Sun as single events, with some
being mundane and with some being quite spectacular

J :
) \LTJ'I'ILH_'“%' 0

Howeves, he never boses sight of the larger significance with-
im which these encounters took place, and he ploces all of
these events within a longer-term historical context. The end
resalt i not only ansccount of the De Soto :':-:rmlm.'un amd @
reconstmuction of the conguistsdors route, but also an extra-
ordinury volume on the life and vays of [oth-century Narive
Americans in the South

Robbie Ethridpe

The Sotithen Reginer

Winter [908
L ame————

The Natures of John and William Bartram. By
Thomas P. Slaughter. New York: Vintage Books,
1997, 304 pages. $14.00 paper.

Aidtention, bird people, travelogue people, ar pguplc.
plant people, environmental people, 18th-century people,
people peophe, wnd Cold Mountam fans: here is the book for
deep winter reading. In
The Natures of Johw and
Willicemy Berreraam Thioemas

P Slaughter, a history

W F i dam
TETEEE SEE BEE §E TE) Beq FaEiaiE e
aseindie dldTEnd dusicia

professor ot Rutgers
Urniversity, examines
the lives of John
Bartram, one the great-
st boranists of the
Colonial era, and his
s, W L lmm, Amernica’s
firse native-born nata-
ralise painter. Not only
dises Blaughter use the
lives of the two Bartrams
oy illuminate the worth
of Eth-century science,
explosition, and envi-

ronmental ethics {not
such a modern concept, alter all), but he examines the
fatherfson relationship of the men, especinlly the curse of the
son who must grow up in the father’s very long shadow
William's fecklessness, melancholis, and bad luck make his
life much the more interesting of the rwo; he eventually
become his own man, writing his Travels {Penguin, $13.95
paper), in which sre moany excquisite descriprions and watee-
cabors of the Southenst, s flora and fauna and native people.
Charles Frazier, author of Cold Mouniain, used Bartram's
Travels as the spiritual compass and crutch upon which the
wounded Civil War soldier, Inman, depended ro guide him
hermie. {See Smuhern Regiseer, Fall 1997.)

Thomas Slaughrer, who will speak ar the fifth Oxfonl
Conderence for the Book, March 13-15, 1998, & abso the edi-
tor of Williom Bartram: Travels and Oher Wikngs (Mew York:
Library of America, 1996).

Liza M. Howorth

Life in Black and White: Family and Community
in the Slave South. By Brenda E. Stevenson. New
York: Oxford University Press, 1996. 457 pages.
$35.00, cloth, $16.95 paper.

Srevenson details the differences of the AT Es fammily
:III'||.‘| COMMIMumsicy i'mJ fod lee |'-:"|lrl[-|.: ard h1:|l.q-.-c m :|.r||;-;:'|'\-|_-|.||||||.
Ltll.a.i! ikl ':_:l'.!.l'hl".'. "l-'lll:..:lnlil. While whites defened 1|1f|r|q:|1.'-,=-.
und their hl.l-]"L'b tiae permansnee and status through their
|1-._u_|gq:-h|_|!.]-u, "l!:l'.'q.".- ﬂtll';u;h:nl o mmertan n'-r|1|:;:-| (NEr le|'|;|1'
r.1I!|1.LI'|.' |lw:'$. |-|:|-:1: many hl\.h:—r::uu. !::-,'1.'4.'|:|1|_|:: LRt e l|'u.'
.LJ;.'IP[H': ruature wngl imalleable definition of slave families, bz
unlike most, she sees the potential for tension, frustration,
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and suffering that sccompanied that adapeability. Full of the

stories of individuals and addressing an important opic, this

fimve book miny become o clissic in Southemn schaolaeship.
Ted Owanby

Redeeming the South: Religious Cultures and
Racial Identities among Southern Baprists,
1865-1925. By Paul Harvey. Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 1997, 330

pages. 517.95.

Studying all Baprises in the postbellum South, Harvey's
work procecds along rwo paralle] rracks, showing how whites
arid then African Americans dealt with four themes: arpaniz-
ing churches and associations, nddressing issoes of middle
chass respectability, the place of preachers in o congregation-
al polity, and ideas and limits of progresivism, In doing so,
Harvey shows thar Baptists were n complex group, full of
guestions and rensions and not the group 20 many have
foumd s sy 1o stepeotye-

Ted Ohwnihy

The Weorld Don't Owe Me Nothing: The Life
And Times Of Delta Bluesman Honeyboy
 Edwards. By David Honevboy Edwards.
' Foreword by Albert Murray. Chicago: Chicago
| Review Press, 1997, $24.00.

This is the oral autobiography of Honeyboy Edwarde, as
teeld to Janis Martinson and Michiel Frank, who are wo be
congratulated for deftly plecing rogether interviews with
Himeyboy conducted over a five-year span withour sacrific-
ing the distinctive, highly reslable flow of his speech.

Homeyboy Edwards was boen in 1915 in Sunflower County,
Mississippi, and could be the original die used ro cosr the
Mississippi-born, Chieago-bred itinerant Muesman. Edvards, a
i whics l!-l'l:h.'].llill'l-l’.'ij E'.I.li'r' irs life ehiar 1 had ehirce ||'|-'..l'!|‘!'-'|.'l‘t- miak-
ing it: the women and my guitar and the dice,” jgrves firthand
pccummes of pl‘-HIII:iITHTI.'I. file b the Mssissappd Deles L|'u.'|u|J'|H:|.,*
the floxcsd of 1927, Honeyboy also shures the pareicilars of small
town chinces, vagriney biws, mnd couney cotton Farems thar were
often worked by black men brooght i on trumped-up charpes
coinckdentally at harvest time,

Diriven by an amazing wanderhust, Honeyboy expenenced
much that has become part of the blues lexicon. He often
rraveled by hopping legendary trains such @ the Pea Vine,
| the Southem, and the Yellow ﬂu:q.:. He TH.']{[I’I'IIL'J ir such
l |‘l|l|,||['.~_|. I'.-‘l-n:c.n RES z'n.'lfnq1|'|:i:~. H-l:!mm. ILI.I.'L':}- I\':i!r H]ul‘n, '.ll'uI
| Chicieo’s Maxwell Street Market in its prime with a lisy of
| companions that include Big Joe Williams, Tommy
| MeClennan, Charlie Patton, Memphiz Minnie, and Boben
| Johnson 1o name just a few,

Besides giving sccounts of people, places and evenis
which have gone on to become synonymous with the Blues,
The Warld Don't Owe Me Nothing is also an amazing read
because of Homeyboy's gift for storytelling and language. For
thise off-put by the alsence of footnotes, Michael Frank has
added sppendices o clarify the dates and other particulats of
the stories,

The Woald Dom't Chipe Me Nothing bs 6 murjor acoomplish-
ment in the field of black sutobiography and is a must-read
for anyone with an interest not only in the blues, but in
Afro-American history, Southern culture, or oral hisory.

Scort Mellraw

Conversation with the Blues. By Faul Oliver.
Ilustrated with photographs by the author.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1997.
£49.95,

This is 0 beautiful handbock reissiue of Paul Civer's 1965
classic which, along with Blues Fell Thixv Moming and his
other works, established him as one of the earliest scholarly
exponents of the blues, Compiled from interviews Oliver
conducted in 1960, Conversation with the Blues features the
wowchs of blises performers from Mew Orleans o Chicago and
all pertinent points in between, We are given the words of
rural and urban arcises of various levels of popularity or
olscurity speaking on all aspects of blses culiure,

Oliver's contriburions include a lengthy introducrion th
revels his [ove and respect for the blises as a poetic medium
of black culeure, detailed notes on the speakers, and stunning
ph;ﬂ_.:.graplu. which alone would make a formidable volume.

This new edition is sccompanied by o CD thar inclodes
sonne of the book's moving narratives that were taken from
{iliver's Hald Eapes of the 19450,

Scott MeCaw

Southern Writers. Photographs by David G.
Speilman and Text by William W, Starr.
Columbia: University of South Carolina Press,
1997. 150 pages. $24.95.

This pictorial of 72 critically and popularly acclaimed
writers of the contemponiry American South on their native
ground reveals ench bard's sense of place, work methods, and
hiabits. Photographer David G. Speilman delights in the
interplay between a writer's work space and his lirerary genre
while book critic Starr offers insaghioiul sketches thar arrend
o each subject’s life, work, and critical reception. This s a
photographic album of the best sort, picnuring a distinet time
im thie literary life of the Sowth, Wit its informal porteaits of
favorite and s ver unresd suthaors, it s a visual puidebosk to

contemporary Southemn liternture,

For thesa and other books call
BO0-648-4001 or fax 601-234-8630.
150 Cowmouse Squans » Oaford, Mississipe 380855
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Neaws of the Spirit

Lee Smith Talks About Southern Writing, Women's Humor, and Naming Her Stories

Lee Smith reconely keft her MNomth ol
hinme, where she teoches creative wnibmg @
Mloreh Corading Seate Llniversébe, o visil
Lt e weod . Sepaove Books from her
rewest short story collection, Mews of the
Spirin, Sméth has writen noo other wolinnes
of shimt fichon ard rene movels, amonpe ghem
Uil History, Fair ond Tender Ladies, The
Devil’s Dyveam, and Saving Grace

1 warched you talk about the centen-
nial of William Faulkner’s bieth on
TV with Jim Lehrer, and | thought
we might start by going back to some
of wourr remarks on that program. You
saids “I read Absalom, Absalom! like
somic people read the Bible,” Can you
talk about thae?

When | firse pead Faulkner [ wis inocol-
lege, and | wis already orying o weite
things. Axthat poine [ was blown oway by
the bangnge. | s just dnonk oo the Lan-
ELERT 1 n.'.lil'r.:l--h'l 1]1H|L | lltl.-.tl:l':-l-l.nl i
whole o od 'w|'|.u1 WA DO O | l]'llJ'lli. i
sk i eo it Bevimee ke anpdsdy wha
s o the South ond whe sould wibe
wbsmat i, | also was alienated from i |
ehink [ really idennificd with 1 hare il 1
buate ie!” in s way thot | never understood
ot that PO Later, | was tarerested in
the sense ol ;-!.m: becavse | cone inm
arit feer r|.'|L1.' that’s msde an indelible
mmprne om me and that Becinated me.
Larer, | I:!:ul'll. e | whis I B wWinke, 1
L |11I.-|.'|:l:.-l|.'».J £y IIH.' Wiikg ptsedl g i
the I|.~|.]1||.|..'|u|:. L I|'|1|.'q...: | clidin'e et 1
ES hR ] thast B wiis it Faolkeer wiobe
ench ome of hix novels with a different
narrative sirutepy, He was alowe all a
Erea anndanealor, a 1,1|;;|||:|-,- 1'~:|-;'r|1m'|.|l:|.|
wiiiter, the hins ik t':I-.FH.'l::uamﬂ:.ﬂ Wwiiler,
1 I|'|:||1L. 1w BRSO wmniry. Thise swmvels ape
aill likoe chownes thnt sy wwmild-be writer can
waabk t||.r|r|:|_|:|'|.. _'||1|,| 205 1t% excifmg fo n,*n-.l.
Fnslkner whien you're oropmge to beam (o
wrpbe L1h.-r. mlier o Coertain mpe, v |||_=--
conver martality angl then Faulkner makes
a whaole different kined of sense and ymp
chisconver all kinsds of thivgs like lios and
unredecmnble sudnes of one king or
another, Then you pet to a whaele luach
o ather rhrn,_h:- —iidens and atritudes

The Soanhern Regsoer

thar | mever qtq'v:;\_'nhl before. Fudkner s
rewarding fo resid af whstever point you
mre iy bl

You also =aid during thar interview:
“All great literature is regional.” You
proised the “exguisitely specific™ nature
of regional writing.
Can vou expand on
that idea of 2 connee-
tion between place
and weiting!

Well, the grear
thing abour the novel
is thar it confirms the
everyday, and it tracks
people throsigh time in
A WAy N Previous o
ol narrative ever did.
Thee parackos, of covirse,
is thar any writer whao
winibd be universal has
ol T Tirsr ol all be
abws ||'||h'|.1..' SeCe T b o oe s e
titie afwd ;lF..'n.l.'. F.1u|.:|nc|:u'r. Of Ominsag, 1S S0
wonderful an I'.':h.illl:l"‘."l'l.' of that in chis
COnmiEry. T TP SPeCH B Yomi Cark ke s
rime aind I."I.I-..L' and circumstance, then
the more universal the work will be
because |~.|_-.|1-|'|||_- resding fiction don't want
o e 1y thsetr coem Eu:'.hi'«'. I|1|:!.' il oy e
im the world of the Encimn, ard bt luwee
o jrive thsem o soMecieEne worlel

Haw ﬂu You connedt l]‘ia.l safrl lilf
:pc-u:'iii.l."lly to the notion that Ereat
wr'llinu i universall

"n.":."rﬂ. ton b st ] [ | ik e el s o
be universil. This is the p.u.-.ulul:u. "I".u.||1.|.:
wiibers ane .II.'I.'.'.I'!.":\- inmmiingr iny ilsese sonies
whiere fobody has o e and 1 sy Salw
k't VIR e ther amame ™ [E% " and
-'\J'u:-". the ¢hamciem e detmactns. 50 ]
AV gave them a L, rut a shirt on
rln-lll. PN 1|1-u||1 n kind of u.lrrinp. e
they WEATTIRE samiclals or wre they WESIERLHE
uum:trrh? The more specific you can b,
the more universal, and this can be hard
at first b b poroes B stuiclenits.

s region ever a barrier to understand-
ing! For instance, do vou think your
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work means something less or some-

thing different 1o people outside the
South!

| div think thare =till exists 2 certain
prejudice sgainst regional writing
Cerainly an anni-Southemn prepdice sill
exizs unles o wiiter aamehow mamages to

beak rhroasgh thar or overcome ic i one
wiry of miother. 10 sort of an ant-con-
pove thing, T parcialardy hes o do with
dinlecr. You write in dialecr ar your peril,
whether ir is African American o rural
Sowith or Appalachin or just whatever it
I'||||.:||L be. There's 3 ceruin set of associa-
tlons that [‘1'-.1F'|1.' { mat :'cl.:-|11r in the
".‘;\mllh. lomit I:J.'-I.‘H'I'Im] |:|..|w: !lml! e b
owvercome, and that's done in various
Wiys I think a ;:ulh.i 1.'.1:.1:|:E‘:1l: ks Llald
M, which is written in this beguti-
fiil, sorr of 19th-century prose and,
.1]!|1I.HL:|.!!t i taking rl:lrLc in the South
arich 8% bt ll‘l.r:' Ll 'II".lr. o al iyt
have the CONTPMIE I:|."|.||:|ﬁ.: that burns RO
'|'l||:.1l.'|'.|.1.'. It is rwt & ﬁm-r\:n-c'n CRArrame,
il of consrse the dialect, when it wed in
comwersilon, dossn'l D [‘H.'u-|:"E-|: off. |
think arwsher I!|.1.1|:q.: that turms |1.1.n|;'l|-\: ol
b the rstion of the Soath o violent. For
Etnnce, I ehiink vne of the Erieal, growt
writers ol all tirme i L'|rrl|- Pacwamn, | thank
Father mnd Sont should have the readerdiip
et {.'.'ul[r] Maoutam 1 EetEImg. | thunk
tl:m' btk abwomibl lnave st Baie Llrrl."t [LChs
rll..- are '|.'|-.:-|t'111. :|||1.-.!r like dlill.'l.'-..'l. tht

corlftmesd dn ne fuge
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spares people,. Inman | character fn Cold
Mesmtan], on the other hond, has simply
il irvts s viohast world, He has 1o deal
with it, bur be didn't creare it ic's not
comirg out of his own personaling | think
there are things that are part and pascel of
the Southern expericnce, and i you write
bt them in & corsin wiy, you are Soing
tir ystify of throw off readers in other
parts of the country.

You prased Faulkner for his ability wo
combine comedy and tragedy. It seems
tome that you have that same abilivy—
to make something funny and at the
same time profoundly serious.

Well, | don't know, 1 chink that maybe
1 am one of those people who take an
emenitially thiglc view, a very setious view,
amed thee thing i if vou do dhar then you've
got twio choloes: you can just go in the
chimet o close the door after you o you
can make a joke and figure our ways 1o
make it through the workd. | think that
humor s often very, very helphil. | came
from o funmy Bamily chat fust loved mak-
itng jokoes anel relling stortes. For me, one
of the functions of story and of writing s
that it provickes o way 1o make it through
the nighs anyhow.

Is reading out lowd part of your wrii-
ing process! Do you stop and think:
“how does this sound?™

Mo Bt | do chink that pare of the
proces for me is certamly omal. | mean, |
o hear a voice in my head literlly when
I'm writing and oftentimes it is the first
person voice of the speaker or the neirm-
tor. That was particularly troe for News
of the Spmit because this collection is spe-
cific people’s stonies. The book has only
gotten one bad review, and it was in
Baston. Somebody sent it to me, It
hysterical—it’s written by this woman
who hates it- She says the book is just
like those people who come up to you on
the streer and pull at your sleeve and
atart telling you a long story that you did-
n't have vime to hear, And they don't
know when they should leave you alone,
“Whio are these insioent women in this
ook ™ sk nsks. Bur of course, it true
a way. She's right.

When we were having our earlier

conversation, you saids “Women have
always used humor to help them say
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what they mean." Can you say more
about that!

I think it%s only recently thar women
feel perfectly comforable in saying wheat
they mean. And a number of them sill
don't. Women of my generation were
brought up to make other people feel
good, you know, My mother's great gquote
v 2 badly never lets a silence fall." Tha
is terrifying! You were supposed tosmeoth
the way, make other people very comfon-
able. Pare of making other people feel
comfortable can be 't not state o prefer-
ERCE, OF b0 ot SEate mn opinion 1o
strongly. - But with humeor | think you can
say something and make a liode joke of ic
Yoo cam sy whiat you want to say without
it being threarening o someone else. You
cun et what you wana o sy scnoss with-
out offending. Hemor is 2 comective. |
mear, there may be something thar we'ne
erying to get across, and we just don't
want o hure someone’s feelings or nck
the boar. Women have become very
e an this, particulardy, 1 think, women
carlicr who were not in positions where
they could exercise power directly,. They
had 1o find all sons of ways to get things
done dhe way they should be done and the

way they wanted them done withouwt

angering people.

Particularly Southern women | imagine.

Absolurely. That's where, of course,
the whole stercotype of the steel mag-
nolia comes from, the one who's smil-
ing and cracking the whip, Women
had to become adepr at both if they
wanted to mke care of children and ger
thimgs done.

What has the humor in your work
allowed yvou to say or to do that you
might not have been able 10 otherwise?

I think now | feel vETY cotrlonrtibile o
writirg about anything i any wary | want
tor, Past earlber on, humor allowed me w
write sbout things thar were scary o me.
In an earlicr novel, Black Mouniain
Breakudown, for instance, | was writing
about passivity among women. There |
was writing about something that | was
fecling very strongly and thae | chink my
pemeration felt—aguin thae thing of being
rtsed 0 please ather people, yous mother
or your hushand or whoever—but not
being raised 1o wike up one day and won-
der who you ane, which, of course, a bog-

Winer 1998
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ical consaquence of living that wary. That
eopie wits scary tome. | didin® know | was
writing about that specifically. | was just
writing the story of Crystal, bot | think
making it funny af cemain poings enabled
e o wiite . The same is e for "The
Happy Memories Club™ in Mews of the
Spirie. | think we're all scored of aging and
of dying and of having our loved ones
chanpe bevond recopnition and kosing the
!hing; we've given our life for. Alice
Soully’s banguage and her resching ane all
80 pmportant to her i that story, and =0
thewe koeses are rerrifying. The best way |
can touch it is through humoe, 1t makes
e able to deal with those s, And |
heope it would make someone else able o
read about them.

Let's talk some more about News of
the Spirit. You seem to be equally
good at writing short stories and nov-
els, but is your writing process differ-
ent! Do you start on something and
say—this has got to be a story!
Actally, [ do. | kind of know what ins
going to be. B it takes me a long rime o
dor stories and 1 don't think they're really
very poocl. Thiey're not wha | think -
ries should be; mine are more like linke
collapsed novels. They have too much in
them. 1 hove trouble paring them down
and making them be whar o sory should
ke, The stories are ot formally formed
enough. But | love the shorter form. |
particularly like the 100-page story. Iesan
unsalable lemgth, but it's my favorie

lersgrhe | lowe that completely unpaiblish-
able forsaken kength.

“The Bubba Stories” in News of the
Spirit—is that you!

Yeah, oh yveah, it really is. That very
bl period of the writing clas senes is
me. Although | did not have an affair
with my reacher, nor did | make up o
brother, But these were some of my kdeas
aboust wanting o write.

What holds this collection of stories
together!

These stories were all abowt women
telling stories. Two of them messed me up
and umed into novels. Soving Groce was
poing o be one of these and she would
puot cpui. . Shee just wondd not quic, Bt |

contimsed on next page
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Southern Studies 401

Poverty and Culture in the 20th-Century South

outhern Studies and History

Professor Ted Ownaby™s Southern
Stuclies undergraduate seminar, S3T
401, is o soudy of the cultural TeApsE
to poverty i the South. Moting that
one of the apparent continuities in the
South & the degree of poverty and the
importance of poverty upon the identi-
ties of ins inhabitanes, Cwniby has strec-
mired the cinscse to explose the follow-
ing guestions: (1) How have poor
Southerners interpreted and solved
their own economic problems? {2)
How have Southermers who are mot
poor interpreted poverty and deale with
ier (30 Dioes poverty inspire particular
tafims of creativity! (4) How has
Southeen poverty changed with the
decline of agricultural work and the
growth of Sun Belr cities?

To attempt to answer these ques-
vions, 35T 401 stuchents read ficnional,

historical, anthropolegical, and socio-
logical texis relared o poverty in the
Sousth, nchsding Pete Daniel's Breoking
the Land, James Agee and Walker
Evans’s Let U Noae Pratse Famoin Men,
Nicholas Lemann's The Prommised Losd,
Harry Crews's Classte Crews, and
Dorochy Allison’s Bastard Out of
Coroding,  Owniby was pleased with the
soudents in bast fall's class, noting their
high imterest n the course: =Alrhoah
many people think most of owr
ISoanthern Studies] undergraduate stu-
dents come from upper-¢lass back-
groands, the topic of poveny was alive
arul personal. o was the maose mlkative
groap of undergraduate studenes | have
ever aughr.”

In addizion 1o taking o final exmi-
mation and participating in cliss discus-
ston on the eeadings, each student in

paper exploring the ssue of poviErty in
Southern culture, Represencative
papers from lase full's class include
Tamiks McCullar's study of Richard
Wright's literary depiction of poverry
and family life amd Jason Wester's
analysis of economic ..:h.ln.gc at the
Chectaw reservation in Philadelphia,
Missizzippi. Several students chose 1o
research poverty in their homerowns
when writing their papers. For exam-
ple, Lesley Ayres of Hommond,
Louisiana, wrote nbour the need for
public trunsportation in the rniral areas
of her parish while Lindsay Nusloch of
Mew Orleans, Louisiann, recorded her
obervitions of the communiry of kower
income residents living in her cley's
Catholic-sponsored AIDS care clinic.
Cherall these students gained o betrer
understnnding of poverty and the
rusture of cultural responses oo i

For more information on the
Southern Sosdies 401 sembnog, contact
Ted Cramby by phone ar 601-232-5360
o vin eommanil we hsownbyBolemizs.edi,

had ber iy there initially as 2 story, And
then aleo | had @ erory that became The
Chrizomus Leteers. It wos just 120 poges,
but it was published separately. And so
teel Nk 've been working on this book
fof a long rime, | do have rouble con-
imealling my characiens.

How did “News of the Spicit™ get 1o
be the title story!

Acnedly | hod wanred o nune sme-
thing “Mews of the Spirin™ for a lomg time.
But criginadby dhe titde | had on char -
tcular story wns “We Don't Love with
Chir Teeth.” ond 1 really womeed thae.

That's whai the characters in the story
sy toihe dog . ..

I really wanned thar ticle and every-
bexky at the publisher thoughe it was son
of kinkoy and kepr insgindry some kind of
weird sexual thing! So then | chowgha of
“Mews of the Spiric.™ But 1 liked *We
Dot Love with Ohur Teeth™ as o title.

Comdscring the mueridew was Kathryn
Mk, ome of moo liemes M. o Mladeleme

McMulln Professors ar the Universiey of
Missiagipy. Mok has o joms apomsmend
in Southern Snadies and English

The Smithen Regsner

55T 401 is required wo write a research Allizon Vise Finch
Notes on Contribufors
Charlene Dye roordimates Puti Frogrom an the Donald M. Kertigones, outho of The Fraple
South for the frustute f Conirming $iudies o1 the Throed The Meaning of form in Foulines s Noveht &
Univarsity of Misusiopi, She i completing an MA. tht: Homry Prefiiser af Foaliner Savdhes ot the
dagree in Sosthern Studier. Ursrversity of Mississipp.
John T. Edge, o produgte vudent i Sonthern Studies,  Senth MeCrow i o gradoote of the Seushera Snedies
writes, ohout Southern fvod ond trevel Al presest, been  manter's progrom. He b corvenly weriing o the Cmmier
of work o the Southern (uliure (ookbook lobepub o on edminitirotive ousiiamt
Aok by P 19514 Katheyn Mckies s Jom W, oo Mdeling
Hasbbie Etbridge i me of two Jomes M. ond Mobolban Assismet Prodesser of Southern Sadhes f e
Werdelere MeMuflen Fralesscrs wha jined the Unvearsivy of Messisppi. She o hokh 1 jeint oppor
Nl e o
100 B U OGP ol Ovwnby,cuthrof Sobcing o Rl

B Sohs Sl Ahpolog Receaton, o Mosbosdin o o S, 18651920
Allivom Yise Flach, @ Sosthern Stdies groduste ste. ol o joind oppoiniment i Scuber Sioies and Histry.
gt Sl L. gl b e Undo Peal White, os sismplobed sdos od
University. s turreatly edyiog the effect. of mogor subo, s erter o the public reloions ned markss.
chain tioret on unall buiness ownes in the South ing deperiment ot the Universiy of Misisippi
Susem Glissen = o doctorel udent of the College of
e e o e e Tl
Sasher St o the Usvey of Mo, o of e Ecykpod f S G ond
1984 ol saiog o DA doppees. vow M bty iy gy of bt e i i St
ol e o, o Morc Uy s o ok Yo S end Bepiied i Boed.
Lisa M. Howorth i fhe sditsr of The Sootf 4
Traesry of det end [erature ond quthor of Yedlow
Dogs, Minhpugpries, and dlverick Hounds: The Offciel
“Encydopedis of Southers (e Ouir Fook.
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vans Pumbhim |'|.:u'r|11}:1-;ll1 died in

Crelomd oay December 1, 1997, mfver

|r|;||:n|.; -..1II.II:.I|.:'_L'\'..II.L‘>-:|'|.' 11.-|||:h CHNCEer

o ‘|-|_"|.'|,'rJ| rrmtbia. He '.'rlzll. I"-: I1'|I:~‘q.‘l.|! l"-',
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an endless bist o peTas whose lives he
envriched during his 72 yeifs.

Harringron grew wp in Mississippd,
Liv 1B My severdl towns where his fathir
Wis a H;-up-]l.ﬂ Lab LEVEET T .1:1|J. e FRAETeEr
where the !'.Il'llI.El,.' ||1.'n|. VYyinal with his
mother for each isue of the Samerdiy
Evening Most. “My mothes wiss a great
reader, and she and 1 would hide the
Pest from each other until we had read
all the fiction,” e said. =1 loved w oead
so0 much and decided | would like o
wrine stories like those | sead. | think i
was that simple.”

Afrer completing has BLA. ar
Misasaippel Collepe in 1948, Harrington
was a |'|1|,;h school tencher, first in
Decarur and then in Oxford. In 1955
he became an instructor at the
University of :\.h:.:,iurppl.. where lie
lager enrmed MLA. and Ph.1). degrees
ancd was promoted ro professorial rank
in 1962, He chaired the English
Deparement from 1978 wntil 1987,

A beloved teacher of literabure and
creative wraiting, Hormmgton diew on his
own expetiences as o dedicated reader
and @ an scoomplished suthor. Among
his publications are The Prisoners, three
et ||.|.".'l:L-. FRITTETORES 'J!h'll'l' ﬂl-lrl-:‘-'-a-ll'h'
iy exsrys. His story “The Knafe in the
[ark™ was adupred (o vebevision by Bod
Serling in the 1950, with actor Paul
Mewinan aking the leading mole. Al
he wrote the scripr for Faulkner's
Miisinssiii: Land into Legend, 0 documen-
gy filin, and thie book and brics fiar fua
II'II.I‘-II..‘I. i ||'|H."'d|f"\-

I additkon 1o reaching courses and
nurturing creative writers, Harrington
organized » number of cussanding pro-
grams fesituriong writees and their vork, A
leader in the Sourhemn Liverary Festival
for more than 30 vears, he contribubed 1o
mamy annaesl meetings and planned mem-
orible programs fior sessions held at the
Universaty during his thee ferms as poesi-
dent. In 1965 he lll"'|r.II'I.|:I.'|J| a three-day
meeting during which authors Eudora
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Woekty and Robert Penn
Woaren, eritie Malbcolm
Cowley, serress Ruth
Forel, sl photogepier
Murtin Dain gathered
o pay  fribute 1o
William Faulkner.
Festival presichant again
in 1976 and [987.
Hurrington organized
mhdresses wnl reicdinges
by such writers as
Rabert Canzoneri,
Beverly Lowry, Willie
Moz, William Seyron,
anel Seerlegs Pluapp

Two participants ki
the 1965% Soaathern
Liternry Festival —Fudora Welty and
Ruth Ford—returned ro Oxford in
1987 for the Universiey's Faulkner and
'|'1|||,r|.'|p.|.|.|1.l.'ph.| Conference, an anmaal
six-day event Harmmnon helped ongas
nized in 1974 and ditected for the next
20 venrs. While orchestrating lecnires,
discussions, reacings, tours, and other
geriviries, Harrington selecred and
arranged passages from Foolkoer's widk
for dromatic resdings ealled Vaices friom
'j'..l:lmpm.:lll.-[‘lhu, with vartows versions
pr-.—wntuj at the snnual conference.
For the 1976 meeting he weote the
book and lyrics for The Baule of
Harrvkin Creek, a musical comedy
lsased o a Faulkner short scony.

Bichard Howorth, one of his former
spudents and now proprictor of Squiare
Books in Oxford, said e will alveays
remember how Hamringron “beoughn
lirernre o life, He ws [NESE b TP
dlisiss reneher, Becnuse of whar ke did
here and the people he brought o the
University, specifically Barry Hannalk,
the University has a repatation for a
WEILInG program thiat's known acnoss
the mation.”

||.|:|r||||;l-.l|l'.*h brasd intellectunl and
academibe interests were evidenced by
his serving & an enthusisstic mcmber
of the planning committee for the
Center for the Study of Southern
Culmire, and he remained one of s
sErojiest advocares, In sddition o
rlunnln'._' ancd '-;-vc.rl-:rrl:l.' for the Center

Winrer 990908
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i serving on thie search committes
for its first dirccror, hie for many years
v ane of €ix instmections for the popu-

lar team-tianght course Infroduction o
Southem Srudics,

Harrington wos, as Jim Dees wrote in
the Oiford Eaple, “ome of the tnee tmil-
hlazers cn Ohofond's path oo litermry emi-
nence.” But his inperests wene ot exclu.
sively literary or scademic. Dees notes
that Harrington was also, along with his
wifee, Beety, a long-time supporter of free-
dom of speech cnses such as those cham-
pioned by the ACLU and Common
Comse, He arributed some of his poditical
conwictions o the Meredith crisis g the
Ulniversity in T962. “Thar nighr when |
saw thee Mustsippd Highway Patmod it~
inge people 1o theow rocks at Meredith was
the might | became an acrivist,”
Harrimsnon sud.

All wha kfew Evans Harringion
would no doubt agree with Barry
Hannah, who said =1 don'tc know of o
better reader, liverry man, and uncom-
mon gentleman.” All who knew him
will concinse (o miss him and o rejoice
in his memory,

Memaorial contributions o the
Evans Harrington Creative Writing
Scholarship Fund, which provides an
annunl award of 51,000 o promising
young writers in poctry and fiction,
may be sent to the University of
Mississippi Foundavion, PO, Box 249,
Llniversiry, M5 38677,
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The Vilentine, the Museum of the Life and History of
Riechmond, YVirgernm, opened on exhibition on January 16 oo
kick off it centennial vear. The exhibir, Senlement to Sireercar
Sogbarmis: Rictororut ard [ie Peopde, highlights events, instiunions,
nnd individuals that hove shaped the ciny's development, It
inludes. biographical skerches of ciry residents and a rime e
in the shape of the James River. For mone informarion, call 804-
G407 1 1

W

Alsace 1o America: [Necovering a Southern Jewish Hertage, an
exhibit presented by the Muscum of the Southerm Jewish
Experience, will be on display at the Meel Cenrer in downtown
Jmckesomy frome Moy 29 o Aaepast 31, 1998, The exhibit is being
presented as o companion o the Misisippi International
Comanission on Culiunes Splencdors of Viosaills exhibic. Abace 1o
Areraca reflects rthe life and times of 1 %th-century Jewish pio-
neers who immigrated to the Mississippi River regions from
Alsace ared Lommine provinces of Frnce and Genmany, Tickets
caen be puerchased through Tickemmaster by calling 631-353-3252.
For more informagion call the Miseum of the Sourhem Jewdsh
Expenence ar 6003626357,

L

A pesmanent Louisiana State Museum exhibae, Loesfona and
the Mights Mississippd Bver, opened January 23, 1998, at the
Amsenal on Jackson Square in New Owrleans. The exhibin exploees
the umicque Tegacy of the Mississippd River through ship models,
arvifcts, paannings, documenins, and photographs, For mone mifos-
mation, call the Liosistana State Museum o S00- 5055908 o visir
thesir website ot wwwscrrsone. buusfonmusesmTsminesd bom

v

On Apnil 1, 1998, the Department of History 2t Rhiodes
Colleze wall sponsor “Campas, Commaming, and Civil Righos: A
Public Symposiam in Commemonation of the 30th Anniversary
of thie Dieath of D Martin Luther King Jr™ The symiposium will
begin at 3:00 pone with a soreening of the documenory A the
River 1 Srand, which chronicles the 1968 Sanitation Workers
Strike im Memphis. Following the film, historian Michael Honey
i thee Universiry of Wishingron, Tacoms will give a presenmion
om the strike and answer questions from the audience. A 7:30
o u pane] composed of former Rhodes adminisarnorns, facily,
starti, and students will offer peraonal recollections of camgus and
city events 3 years ogo. Some of the paneliss monched with dhe
striking sanitation workers and with D King, Audience pamici-
paniom and discussion will follow. This pane] i inasockrion with
the 150th anniversry of Rhodes College. For more infommation,
contact Tim Huehoer, Depamment of Flisory, 901-843-3633.
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Gift [deas

Center for the “‘*’cm[\ 0 “'*uutiwm Lu!iuru

Raisin’ Cott
n:h'rmﬁ.:ﬂem |. S 'é?{m{fq .

Wissesippi Debo cofton pleniotion |
from 1933 o 1947, 05 seem
tareugh the hame mivie comen
of Emma Keowiton Lyfle, Mn.
Lyt donshed the origingl Bmm
st horse mavies Jo e Seuthern Medio Archive. Produoer Koren Ghrn s infer-
woven these mevies with o receriy rcoeded commentary from M Ly, Rogin’
(v dhapicts the full cyche of & cofton crop from breaking ground, 1o meking o bols
o wreing the doth in e baxcle mils of North Coroline. The Fim wos recendy fso-
hured in o orficke in Soytoon Digest. 1997, 34 minutes. V9997 ___S25.00

The Dain & Cofield Collection Posters

High quality 187 x 24" dustone posters faaturiag fimeless photogrophs of
Wilkiam Foslkner

(edield Poster
MI033 ... S1895

Encyclopedia

of Southem Culture

{1 R—— 21895

Encydopediy of
Southern Culture

Tded by Chorles Reagon Wisom ond
Willam Fesre. The Enceiopesio of
Southern (ultura, o es-yeor project
ivalving mare thon 800 schelors
ond weiters, offers o axhoondmary
porroil of ene of the nofion's richest -
:.Mhm“ﬂm CEE LR ll-l-I":.l:ll::‘lllll.l.ll'l [EEE T
{University of Rerth Coroling Pres:]
I vohume, | 634 poges.

Please vse the order form

on the other side of this
page..........
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Southern Culture Catalog | *™

The University of Mississippi Name
Hill Hall, Room 301 * University, MS 38677
Phone 800-390-3527 » Fax 601-232-7842 Rddress _ —=
- Gty Slale _ Tp
International Orders
Ciomie -
Other video formiats may be ovailable. :
Plaase coll for infarmation. Dayfime Phone _
) Poyment enclossd [check, maoney order, inemafional maney ordes in U1 S, cormeny or intermafionel theck drewn on o U1 baok: made poyoble 12 The Usiversity of Mississippl
Jd (horgery: ' Vise ) Mesier{ord Account £ Exp. Dale
Signote

How To Order Delivery T —
By mail Soedharn (ubure (o Orders for delivery in the consinental wre thi Service
. HHM“-MM&W-MHM} ﬂwnulnlﬂﬂrmrqmd Dttt bar delresry rutude e ronsinesidl Usied
By e-moil- Crodit {ard ordlrs onfy: St are shipped by Parvel Foul.

mhulog barnard s chemiss ed Shipping ond Hondling Costs
By relephane: Credit Cord orders onfy: United Stetas: 5150 fox first videa or other em, 5100 eoch odditienal ilem seaf 12 %e

B00-390-3527 (Monduoy-Friday, B:15 am 445 pum, (37} in the U5, soma eddress. Foreige: 55,00 for sach isem

Outide the U eoll (601) 232-574 PosTins. Usiied Stabes: 5350 bar ooy oumbssr of periers sent o the ome oddre.
By fuc Credi Cord orgers only: Faewigaz 510,00 fo sy nomber ol postes et e the some oderes,

SO0-232- 7842 (Daily, 74 hows o day)
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Return Policy

Alll sales are final,
Mo refumds will be
| made. 1f amorder

conlalns faudty ar
i —m*r L damaged goods,
This form ma Y be Hﬁ'ﬁwm residents odd lllﬁidﬂ tax replacomints will
shotocopied. — AT —1 | bemads whan
I!;:I‘-'F[l (i ] ::dprs mmmﬂ HIHHI]I'E such items ane
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